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Ed:  What happened at the Baldwin Park Field Show? 
Joel: Well, that was the first time we added the “‘closer” section of the show, the last two minutes, and we were 
a bit inconsistent on this section.  We are graded for consistency.  So if you are inconsistent in any part of the 
performance then that is the scoring you receive.  Each year we learn from the year before, and we will make 
adjustments so that we can present a consistent product no matter what part of the season it is.   We took things 
a bit slower this season, learning about 3.5 minutes of the show in camp, and the entire 2010-2011 show is 
about 7.5 minutes long. 
 
Ed:  So you ironed these things out for Sierra Vista (field tournament), right? 
Joel: Yes, we scored an 80.4 and that is the highest that the Mira Costa Band and Colorguard has ever scored; 
we were under first place by a small margin of .4.  Our strong emphasis was on our “musicality”—basically, we 
want the marching band to sound as good as if everyone is standing still or in an auditorium—obviously, this is 
difficult when you are moving.    
 
Ed:  What about Moorpark Battle of Bands, our last field show?  This competition was at a high level in my 
opinion… 
Joel: Well, we competed against Hart High School and they have won the SCSBOA Championship for the last 
ten years.  It was the strongest division (4A) that we saw this year.  However, our score was the best we have 
ever scored, 82.8, and we came in 2nd in our 4A division.   
 
Ed:  Any comment on the Colorguard? 
Joel: We added Rich Hernandez to the team (instructor), and the color guard was able to really perform at a 
high level this year. 
 
Ed:  How is the student leadership going? 
Joel: The leadership matrix has certainly provided dividends.  As we are able to further define roles and we have 
a greater historical understanding of its implementation, I see it working better and better.   
 
Ed:  In summary, what’s your feeling about the 2010-2011 competition?   
Joel: We won a show for the first time (West High) and we had two successive shows with our highest scores 
ever…80.4 & 82.8!  There’s always room for improvement, but we have jumped up from scoring in the low 70’s 
by the end of our first season together back in 2007, with the band having never broken the 70 point barrier the 
year before in 2006, to breaking 80 this season for the first time in Mira Costa history!  The understandings that 
the students further developed this season about power of hard work, dedication and excellence have been both 
heartwarming and impressive.  I am really proud of the group! 
 
Ed:  Thanks Joel.  We appreciate your comments! 

Thanks everyone.  Let's keep up the good work and make the high school experience the very 
best for our students--we can help them reach for team spirit and real achievement.  The year 
is not half over, and we have a lot of great experiences ahead.   

Jim Van Zanten  
Band Booster President 


